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Chinese Philosophy And Politics:|

I853-1905

Joshua W. K. Liao it % %

(This is the sccond of two parts of the epilogue of THE STORY OF CHINESE PHILOSOPHY

completed recently by the same author whe is now work

OT only to the returned students

but also to experts in Chinese cul-
tural studies, the need for reformation
Srew move and more pressing till it
became the cause of revolution on the
part of the younger elements burn-
ing with the flame of patriotism.
For two centuries since the close of
the Ming Dynasty, it is to bhe re-
called, there had heen a constant
quarrel between the Sung (%) and
the Han (@) School scholars as well
as between the realist followers of
Ch'éng Yi (#f7) and Chu Hsi (3
) and the idealist supporters of
Lu Hsiang-shan ( Bh 4y ) and Wang
Yang-ming (FE M W) inside the
Sung School.  Towards the middle
of the 19th Century, Tséng Kuo-
fan by patching up all their dif-
ferences attempted to whip them
together. Most probably, thanks to
his good offices, the academic war
subsided for several decades, each
thinker and author attending to his
own business, In consequence, there
were produced some noteworthy
achievements in the re-evaluation of
classical assets.

Little Antagonism

What Tai Tung-yiian ( WA 1724-
1777) was to the 18th Century, Yit
Yileh (& Mt 1821-1907) was to 19th
Century classical thought and scholar-
ship. Compared with Tai, however, Yu
showed little antagonism against the
Sung School except in the theory of
human nature. As an Advanced
Scholar of the Class of 1851 and a
Fellow of the Hanlin Academy, Yii
showed little interest in a politieal
career. As early as 1857, he resigned
from the post of Commissioner of
Education of Honan and made a
literary career for the rest of his
life in Scochow. He took up classical
studies first, then turned to the an-
cient sages, and in 1862 completed his
Comments on the Various Clasgsies
( &t #2 22 @) of 35 chapters and
Gomments on the Various Philosopidi-
ers (8% <7 25 M) also of 85 chapters.
Later, he composed two treatises on
the theory of human nature now
found among his literary remains,

Confucius ( 7L ), He said, did not
commit himself as to whether human
nature is originally good or evil, while
Menciug (#7) and Hslin Tin (@]
F ) both went to one extreme. Never-
theless, Mencius and Heiip T,
though their starting points were
different, looked to the same goal of
self-cultivation. The former said
that every man could become a Yao
(Blor a Shun ( #): the latter
taught that every citizen of T
(3 ) could be made into a Yil (15 ).
According to Yu Yiieh, whereas Hsiin
Tzt counted on the efficacy of learn-
ing, Mencius trusted to the good of

original nature, and upholders of this
have been apt to neglect studies and
imbibe Buddhist ideas. Hsiin Tzi
advocated the regulation of the orig-
inal nature as the; Book of Chow (7
k) advocated in the “Announcement
to the Duke of Shao” (#ft): Men-
cius taught in accordance with orig-
inal nature as the Doctrine- of the
Mean (tiffs) did in its opening pas-
sage, As most people must have their
natures regulated and only a few
chilp-tzit  (#) might be ghle to
act in accordance with their original
natures, every discussion of human
nature should follow Hsiin Tzli and
not Mencius, affirmed YU Yileh. As
to the ovigin of good, he said that
though nature (Asing #:) is evil,
talent (#8’ai ) may become good or
evil according to the postnatal en-
vironment. Yet he made no detailed
exposition=of the basic relation be-
tween talent and nature.

Most Prominent Pupils

The most prominent pupils of Yil
Yileh were Sun I-jang ( i 1848-
1908) and Chang Ping-lin ( 7o
1868-1936) —the former succeszful in
matters of word and the latter in
matters of both word and thought.
Above everything else, Sun I-jang ac-
complished in 1899 the standard com-
mentary on the Rites of Chow (M
i printed in 1905), which has been
regarded by all experts as the most
diffieult among the Canonical Clas-
sics. He left very original works on
Chinese morphology by comparing
inseriptions on stone and bronze im-
plements and clarifying the tradi-
tional six ecategories of Chinese
character-formation and also on Chin-
ese etymology through his careful
analysis of writings on toYtoise-shells.
As the text of the Works of Mo
Tzl had been’ left in bad condition,
he brought together all the extant
commentaries and edited The Com-
plete Works of Mo Tz with Colleeted
Commentaries (8 <+ I #% reprinted
in 1907). Largely owing to the same
line of inspiration, Wang Hsien-
chien ( = & §ff 1842-1917), accom-
plished similar works on Chuang
Tzu (7 ) and Hslin Tzu, and his
younger cousin Wang Hsien-shen ( 3
1#1931) on Han' Fei Tzu ( #7:7 ).

Chang Ping-lin, 20 years younger
than Sun I-jang, began to study under
Yil Yilen when 16 years old. Later,
he became go ambitious as to. carry
on research in Chinese phonology
and etymology as well as the tradi-
tion of the old seript texts. Again,
largely on account of the proximity
of his native place, Yi-hang ( fi2
#2 ) to the headquarters of Huang
Li-chou's ( ##%zi 1610-1695) school
in the Yii-yao (#p4k) avea, he im-
bibed the nationalism of traditional
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Ming patriots. Besides, he adored
the patriotic spirits of Ku Ting-lin
Wi 2 4R 1618-1082), Wang Ch'uan-
shan ( = #1;  1619-1692), and the
like; so much so that he perceived
the need of reformation aside from
any impact of occidental eulture, and
from the outset he considered over-
throwing the Manchu Dynasty as the
only -way of national salvation.
After his plot for revolulion had
been ‘disclosed, he was kept in jail
from 1903 to 1906. Having served
his prison term, he left for Japan
and joined hands with other revolu-
tionary leaders like Sun Yat-sen
and Liang Chli-ch’ao  ( gl ).
In the meantime, he acquired & deep
interest in Buddhism, amnd particularly
in the Fa-hsiang Tsung (%'#i5: ) o
Dharma and Appearance School
founded in China by the Tripitaka
Master, Hsllan-chuang (% £ 600-
664). Once he thought of going to

India for further studies but could °

not raise enough funds. From the
establishment of the Republic in 1912
onwards he spent most of his time
in teaching and writing and en-
listed several hundred pupils in his
private school at Scochow. His dis-
tinguished service to the revolution-
ary movement in politics plus his
penetrating influence upon the mode
of thinking in Chinese cultural stu-
dies, won him a State funeral upon
his death in 1036,

The New Seript School

In ecarrying on the tradition of
the old seript texts, Chang Ping-lin
naturally focused his attention on
Tso-ch'iu Ming's ( ZmD) Commens
tary on the Spring and Auwtumn An-
nals ( #Fk%EM) allegedly uncovered
by Lin Hsin (&%) in the time of
Wang Mang ( 3 9§ 9-23A.D.), and
in so doing he accepted the challenge
of the new secript school—specifically
known as the Kung-yang Sehool—led
by Lino Pling (M%) and K'ang Yu-
wei ( Hifri5) who were then re-
evaluating Kung-yang Kan's (& F
i) Comanentary studied and edited
by Hu Mu Shéng (¥ 4 2% ) and
Tung  Chung-shu  ( W{lar )
time of the Han Emperor Wu-ti ( i
w54 140-87 B.C.).

The most important pioneers in the
revival of interest in the new script
texts were Chuang Ts'un-yil ( JE{F
A 1719-1788) in his work on the
Spring and Autwmn Annals and Lit
Féng-lu ( % % ¥1776-1829) in his
work on Ho Hsiw's ( fif{k) Interpretes
tions of Kung-yang's Commentary ot
the Spring and Autwmn Annals (5559
BT IC M4 ). It was exactly the
time when such textual ervitics as Tal
Tung-ylian and his pupils werl
flourishing.
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8linction to the orthodox school,
these two men studied the thought

dather than the word of the Classic

and its standard commentarvies, and

oyen  attempted to expound and
develop it. Soon afterwards Kung
Tzu-chén ( M {4 % 1702-1841), a

grandson of Tuan Yi-ts’ai (& =
% 1735-1815) and a pupil of Liu
Fing-lu, who as a textual ecritic had
been carrying on the orthodox tradi-
tion handed down by Tai Tung-yiian,
took interest in the new seript texts,
too, and, furthermorve, developed the
tradition of Chuang and Liun. From
ung-vang's Commentary he often
dervived his ideas and quoted passages
to eriticize the trend of politieal
events. It was pointed out by Liang
Ch’i-ch’ao, that though he failed to
delve deep enough into the line, yet
hy his emancipation of current
thought from the bondage of classical
chains he won numerous posthumous
eulogies among the 19th Century
reformists. (12) His fellow-pupil,
Wey Ylan ( @it 1794-1856), went
so far as to condemn the old
seript texts of the Poetry (Hef%) and
Higtory (ir#®) as spurious. Mean-
while, there appeared Wang K’ai-
vllan (K 1812-1896) to regard
imself as an expert in Kung-
yang's  Comamentary. From the
gchool of Wang rose Liao Pling, and
under Liao’s influence K'ang Yu-wei
developed the crowning phase of his
thought. e
Liao Ping’s Characteristics
Characteristic of Liao Pling's (I
75 1852-1032) life and work was the
six-stage transformation of his
classical | research mand ideological
spaculations. As leader of the New
Script School, he completed his In-
quiry inta the New and OId Script
Literature (4 di## ) in 1886, but as
early as 1883 he reached the first
stage, maintaining that both the new
and the old seript texts of the Ca-
nonical Classics ave traceable to
Confucius and that study of them
should be based on the new script;
yet wherever the new seript reaches
a dendlock, the old sevipt should be
available. In the second stage, In
1888, he debased the old and exalted
the new, holding that only the new
sevipt texts had actually gone through
Confucius's hands while the old ones
were forged by Liu Hsin and sube
sequent anonyms, In the third stage,
in 1898, his thought took an original
turn and expounded a system of
political and Thistorical philosophy,
affirming that in the new script text
of the Spring and Autumn Annals
Confucius thought of reforming the
Central States whereas in  the old
Seript texts of the Rites of Chou and
0ol of History he haped to tran-
fuilize All-under-Heaven 'by pietur-
i’.’ﬂ' the past as an example to the
c“t‘-u'e, and that the Occidentals, be-
fa‘“.ﬁe they had mnever received Con-
&umils’s teaching, were still in the
',l“i‘.'c' of the Spring and Autumn
Criod (in view of the high tempo
OF their pugnacity). In the fourth
£e and from 1902 onward, he
bke ahout the heavenly man as the
Wi te woal of human evolution.
agsorted that at the zenith of

(12) 17
5 Woiters of the Chling Dynasty
M S e pp. 122-123)

evolution everybody would not have
to depend upon grain for staple food
and would be able to levitate with
nothing to think and worry about.

In the fifth stage, in 1918, he at-

tempted to rearrange the Classies,
some wholly and some partially, into
two orders, the major (or maerocos-
mie) and the minor (or miecrocosmie),
calling the former Tien Hslich (X
44) or Providences and the Ilatter
Jén Hglleh ( A% ) or Humanities.
The minor order covered the discus-
sions of mundane affairs, e.g., self-
cultivation and family-regulation,
state-government and world-tranguil+
lization; whereas the major ordex
dealt with ultra-mundane subjects
like spiritism, animism, occultism,
levitation, dreaming, and so forth.
These works expounding all the five
stages are included in his extant
literary remains, but for some rea-
son or other his Siwth Stage in My
Classical Studics ( #RW2IE ) seems
to have not yet been published.
The greatest systematic spokesman
of the New Script School in recent
Chinese history was K'ang Yu-wei
( M¢ 47 1§ 1868-1927). . From 1875,
when 17 years old, he studied under
Chu Tz'u-ch’i ( #:Zad 1808-1882) till
the latter’s death in 1882. Subse-
quently, as soon as he read Liao
P'ing’s early works, he began his
study of Kung-yvang Kao's Commen-
tary on the Spring and Auwtumn
Annals. In 1889, he submitted to the

Manchu Throne his measures for
politieal veform but received no
attention, Then he proceeded to
compose his Forged Classics of

the New Seript Literature ( 3%
B, and completéd it in 1891.
Tmmediately after the Sino-Japanese
War he organized (in 1895) a na-
tional rejuvenation society in Peking,
agitating for veform. Altogether six
times he submitted to the Throne his
measures for reform. In 1898, the
Manchu Government, = pulled from
pillax  to post, leased Kiaochow
Bay to Germany in March, Port Ar-
thur and Dalny to Russia in April,
and Kowloon in June and Wei-hai-wei
in July to England, so that the whole
Empire seemed on the verge of total
dismemberment. At this critical hour
the wise but weak Emperor Kuang-
hslt = ( % #K 1875-1908), feeling a
pressing need for politieal reforma-
tion, summeoned K'ang and his reform-
ist followers for consultation about
adoption of the systems of constitu-
tional monarchy and representative
government, Thenee followed the
famous “100 days of reform.”

In the meantime, Yilan Shih-k'ai
( 3%t @ 1859-1916), a4 habitual be-
trayer of trustful friends, divulged
the =ecret news to 'the Empress
Dowager, whereupon in the autumn
of 1898 the Empress Dowager at the
head of the conservative clique con-
fined the Emperor to a terrace inside
the Forbidden City, and sentenced to
death all the reformists. Of them,
six were caught and summarily ex-
ecuted while K'ang Yu-wei and his
prominent pupil Liang Ch'i-ch’ao (i
i 1873-1929) managed to escape
to Japan. Theveafter, Liang became
a revolutionary and in 1902 exten-
sively expounded his famous « Hsin
Min Shao (3% L& B ) or Doctrine
of National Renovation that was

going to reign over Chinese political
and social ideology for 20 years to
come, Kang . Yu-wei remained a
monarchigt up to the end of his life,
One year prior to this incident,
K'ang completed his Confucius as w
feeformer ( JLFWcii# ). Still earlier,
he composed his Book of the Great
Commamity ( ANk ), which expounds
his own thought but had never heen
fully published before 1935,

In the Forged Classics of the New
Seript Literatwre, K'ang attempted
to prove that all the old seript texts
uncovered in the time of Wang Mang
and supporfed by Liu Hsin were
forged classies. If his viewpoint
proved true, then what the Old Seripy
School and the eclecties had aecom-
plished for two millennia would have
been labor in wvain, and all ancient
hooks must he carefully re-examined.
In his Confucius as a Reformer, he
attempted to show that Confucius was
more of an innovator than a transmit-
ter of.ancient intellectual assets be-
cause all the Six Canonical Classics
were works of Confucius, and that in
order to reform the present by ap-
pealing to the past he deseribed such
ideal figures as Yao and Shun ruling
in the Golden Age though mnobody

knew whether such saperulers had
actually existed or were his ima-
gination. The Book of the Great

Communilty was his systematic de-
velopment of Confucius’s Utopia, In
the Great Community there would be
no national governments but one
international government throughout
the whole world; all public servants
would be elected by the people; there
being no family organization, man
and wife would cohabitate not longer
than one year; pregnant women
would be sent to pre-natal training
schools while new born babies would
be raised in nursing homes, older
children taught in vocational schools
and adolescents given proper jobs;
siclkk people would receive free med-
ical services and old people, good carve
in established homes; and those who
have accomplished cultural inventions
or rendered distinguished sevvices to
the public would be duly rewarded.
Neither based' on  previous thought
nor derived from foreign sources, all
ideag were innovations for the Iast
decade of the 19th Century. (13).
Synthetic Attempts

One of the six reformist martyrs
by the name of Tan Ssu-t'ung (EWI
i 1866-1898), who was also one
of K'ang Yu-wei’s disciplines, ended
his life at the age of 82 but left a
never-to-be-forgotten work entitled
Jén Hsteh ({=%) or Philosophy of
Benevolence. Tts objective, like that
of Herbert Spencer’s Symthetic Philo-
sophy, was to formulate a synthetic
svetem of thought by merging scien-
tific, philosophic, and religious ideas
as well as by blending Confucianism,
neo-Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism,
Buddhism and Christianity. Yef, be-
ing a Christian convert, he hated the
tyranny of the past and craved the
liberty of the spirit.

(13) Liang, op. cit, pp. 135-136,
Richard Wilhelm, The Soul of China,
the text tr. from the German by J.
H. Reece and the poems by A. Waley,
pp. T8-80. }
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In the same year the six reform-
ists martyrized themselves, Chang
Chih-tung ( 2 2 #1837-1909) sub-
mitted to the Manchu Court an ap-
peal entitled Ch'uan Hslleh Plien (14)
i) S %) for the rejuvenation of
Confucian morals and adoption of
Wastern culture as the only hope of
saving China from decline and ruin.
To him, neither the conservatives nor
the. progressives were right: The
right way to national salvation should
be a moderate measure of reform,
namely, through a gradual process of
educating youth and altering the
systems of civil and military service

examination. The appeal was al-
lowed to be published in the sum-
mer of 1899, Nevertheless, the

Conservatives, sheltered by such pow-
erful patrons as the Empress Dowager
and Prince Tuan Fang (%), se-
cretly instigated fanatic Boxers—most
of whom were members of under-
world  semi-religious  societies—to
“support the Ch'ing Dynasty and an-
nihilate all foreigners (fu ehling mieh
yang . i % #: ) with a ludierous
view to appeasing the malcontents
and prolonging the existing dynasty
exactly as Li Ssu ( 2§ 280-208 B.C.)
and the First Emperor of Chlin ( %
e 246-210 B.C.) had schemed for
the permanent preservation of the
Houge of Ch'in by burning “dan-
gerous” bhooks and burying alive
captious literati 21 centuries earlier.

Early in 1900 the Boxer Uprising
broke out, hut was quelled in the
autumn of the same year by the Al-
lied Army of Eight Powers. Mem-
hers of the imperial family and top
officials of the Ceniral Government,
having had to seck rvefuge in remote
provinces, changed their attitude to-
wards the Oceident overnight. At
long last they promised the people the
adoption of the systems of constitu-
tional meonarchy and representative
government, and actually abolished
the system of civil service examina-
tion in 1905, whereafter all ambitious
degree-hunters would have to take up
Occidental as well as Chinese cultural
studies, and pass the M.A. or Ph.D.
examinations in Oceidental universi-
ties inegtead of becoming Promoted
Men ( #A) in the provincial capitals
or Advanced Scholars (ift-f-) in the
national capital.

However, it was too late for the
dynasty, though not too late for the
people.  Those enlightened malcon-
tents whose hope for reformation
had been frustrated by the ohstinate
monarchists could see no use in suUp-
porting the moribund monarchy, and
inereased their anti-Manchu and-
monarchist campaign till the last Em-
peror Henry P'u Yi ( it 48 ) of the
Ch'ing Dynasty was foreed to ah-
dieate at the end of 1911 and the
Republic of China—the China cultu:-
ally determined to adjust herself to
the rest of the world—was founded
early in 1912, Since then, Chinese
philosophy has comprised in the main
the various phases of China’s ideo-
logical adjustment to the Occident,
thus requiring a scparate survey
from different angles,

(14) Eng. tr. entitled China’s Only
Hope by Samuel I. Woodbridge,

The Week’

DURING the week ending Decem-

ber 22, business in Shanghai was
slow and the turnover in retail stores
generally was considered disappoint-
ing. Matters changed a little on the
last day under review when political
news from Nanking indicated a
possibility of the Government's in-
tention to come to terms with its
adversaries and to end the Civil
War.

Whether such  speculation  will
have a lasting effect on the market
remains to be seen. In fact, some-
thing, similar to the announcement
made on December 21 was foreseen
by numerous businessmen in town.
Throughout the week under review,
and in spite of generally slow busi-
ness, wholesale prices increased step
by step, a fact which was thought
to indicate increasing confidence in
the efforts of those quarters trying
to restore peace.

Meanwhile, exporters saw some
business possibilities. Apart from
various raw materials shipped by
commercial firms and governmental
concerns, several shipments of con-
sumer goods left Shanghai during
the week under review. As to tea
exports, a report stated that produc-
tion of tea on the mainland and in
Taiwan in 1948 is estimated to have
reached about the 1947 level (which
was low compared with prewar)
and that exports could be maintained
on the 1947 level. Such exports,
however, included shipments to the
USSR under barter commibments,
i.e. by shipping brick and black tea
to Russia, China again paid part of
her war debts to Russia,

On the commodity markets, quota-
tions for raw silk, rayon, cotton tex-
tiles and rolled tobacco eained
throughout the week, In spite of
comparatively satisfactory rice ar-
vivals, the price of first-grade Pai
Keng went up to GY 340 per picul,
Oil and flour prices advanced slowly.

New Policy
While, thus, the markets were
irregular and black exchange markets
realized new gains, the Ministry of
Finance on December 20 announced
that “in order to intensify control
over financial affairs” it is working
on a new policy “in Jine with the
newly revised currency reform pro-
gram.” The Ministry's plan, it was
said, was to lead idle funds into pro-
ductive channels, a task hardly to be
achieved under prevailing  political

and economic conditons,

It was also announced by a semi-
official news agency that the Shang-
hai Finance Control Bureau “is
taking precautionary measures  to
prevent the immense amount of
idle fund capital from falling into
speculators’ hands,” whatever that

may mean. In fact, commenting

s Business

on such and similar news, business-
men could not help observing that
fewer controls and regulations prob-
ably would help® more than new
control measures, and that the only
people not to lose substance since the
promulgation of the new currency
apparently were the speculators,

The Shanghai Finance Control
Bureau was also reported to plan
“keeping close watch on ull transac-
tions of commercial banking houses
here.” Commenting on this piece of
news, local hankers opined that for
carrying out that program the Bu-
reau will need only a few people,
since transactions are practically
nil. They were afraid, it seemed,
that by intensifying controls the
Bureau will suceeed in Ffurther de-
creasing what little business can still
be done. - 3

According to an annoumeement
made by the Economic Research In-
stitute, the retail price index for the
week ending December 19 showed a
general increase by 10.48 percent,
with clothing prices inereasing by
9.23 perecent and foodstuffs by 7.1

percent.
Market Easy

During the week under review, the
money market was comparatively
easy with Jocal banks and private
money lenders charging between 20
percent and 36 percent per month.
Simultaneously, the Loan Depart-
ment of the Central Bank decided to
reduce the interest rate on industrial
loans from 86 pereent to 24 percent,
while at the same time extending the
duration of such loans from 30 to 60
days.

In general, the financial market
was extremely irregular throughout
the week under review; while ocea-
sionally the difference between the
official Certificate rate and the black
market quotation was smaller than
ever gince November 1, the gap again
widened during the last two days of
the week under review.

On the other hand, businessmen
were astonished to learn that in
spite of all difficulties and contrary
to all expectations, the Bank of
China, on December 22, stated that
overseas remiftances had incrensed
in December. The Bank of China
was reported to have estimated the
total amount of remittances f rom
abroad during December as reaching
almost US$2,000,000,

It wag no less amazing to read a
statement by the Export-Import
Bank claiming that, in terms of US
currency, the wvalue of exports in
1948 was higher than that of 1447
shipments. There is no possibility,
of course, to establish the value o
actual and paid for shipments, a8
Customs Returns include shipments

on consignment as well as exports to.

Russia made with a view to settling

war debts.
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